
 

 
10 bài tập chọn lọc dạng 

Short Answer Questions IELTS Reading 
1. Cambridge IELTS 10 – Test 1 – Passage 1 (Stepwells) 

Stepwells 
A millennium ago, stepwells were fundamental to life in the driest parts of India. Although 
many have been neglected, recent restoration has returned them to their former glory. 
Richard Cox travelled to north-western India to document these spectacular monuments 
from a bygone era. 
During the sixth and seventh centuries, the inhabitants of the modern-day states of Gujarat 
and Rajasthan in North-western India developed a method of gaining access to clean, fresh 
groundwater during the dry season for drinking, bathing, watering animals and irrigation. 
However, the significance of this invention – the stepwell – goes beyond its utilitarian 
application. 
Unique to the region, stepwells are often architecturally complex and vary widely in size and 
shape. During their heyday, they were places of gathering, of leisure, of relaxation and of 
worship for villagers of all but the lowest castes. Most stepwells are found dotted around the 
desert areas of Gujarat (where they are called vav) and Rajasthan (where they are known as 
baori), while a few also survive in Delhi. Some were located in or near villages as public 
spaces for the community; others were positioned beside roads as resting places for 
travellers. 
As their name suggests, stepwells comprise a series of stone steps descending from ground 
level to the water source (normally an underground aquifer) as it recedes following the rains. 
When the water level was high, the user needed only to descend a few steps to reach it; 
when it was low, several levels would have to be negotiated. 
Some wells are vast, open craters with hundreds of steps paving each sloping side, often in 
tiers. Others are more elaborate, with long stepped passages leading to the water via 
several storeys. Built from stone and supported by pillars, they also included pavilions that 
sheltered visitors from the relentless heat. But perhaps the most impressive features are the 
intricate decorative sculptures that embellish many stepwells, showing activities from fighting 
and dancing to everyday acts such as women combing their hair and churning butter. 
Down the centuries, thousands of wells were constructed throughout northwestern India, but 
the majority have now fallen into disuse; many are derelict and dry, as groundwater has 
been diverted for industrial use and the wells no longer reach the water table. Their condition 
hasn’t been helped by recent dry spells: southern Rajasthan suffered an eight-year drought 
between 1996 and 2004. 
However, some important sites in Gujarat have recently undergone major restoration, and 
the state government announced in June last year that it plans to restore the stepwells 
throughout the state. 
In Patan, the state’s ancient capital, the stepwell of Rani Ki Vav (Queen’s Stepwell) is 
perhaps the finest current example. It was built by Queen Udayamati during the late 11th 
century, but became silted up following a flood during the 13th century. But the 
Archaeological Survey of India began restoring it in the 1960s, and today it’s in pristine 

 



 

condition. At 65 metres long, 20 metres wide and 27 metres deep, Rani Ki Vav features 500 
distinct sculptures carved into niches throughout the monument, depicting gods such as 
Vishnu and Parvati in various incarnations. Incredibly, in January 2001, this ancient structure 
survived a devastating earthquake that measured 7.6 on the Richter scale. 
Another example is the Surya Kund in Modhera, northern Gujarat, next to the Sun Temple, 
built by King Bhima I in 1026 to honour the sun god Surya. It’s actually a tank (kund means 
reservoir or pond) rather than a well, but displays the hallmarks of stepwell architecture, 
including four sides of steps that descend to the bottom in a stunning geometrical formation. 
The terraces house 108 small, intricately carved shrines between the sets of steps. 
Rajasthan also has a wealth of wells. The ancient city of Bundi, 200 kilometres south of 
Jaipur, is renowned for its architecture, including its stepwells. One of the larger examples is 
Raniji Ki Baori, which was built by the queen of the region, Nathavatji, in 1699. At 46 metres 
deep, 20 metres wide and 40 metres long, the intricately carved monument is one of 21 
baoris commissioned in the Bundi area by Nathavatji. 
In the old ruined town of Abhaneri, about 95 kilometres east of Jaipur, is Chand Baori, one of 
India’s oldest and deepest wells; aesthetically, it’s perhaps one of the most dramatic. Built in 
around 850 AD next to the temple of Harshat Mata, the baori comprises hundreds of 
zigzagging steps that run along three of its sides, steeply descending 11 storeys, resulting in 
a striking geometric pattern when seen from afar. On the fourth side, covered verandas 
supported by ornate pillars overlook the steps. 
Still in public use is Neemrana Ki Baori, located just off the Jaipur–Dehli highway. 
Constructed in around 1700, it’s nine storeys deep, with the last two levels underwater. At 
ground level, there are 86 colonnaded openings from where the visitor descends 170 steps 
to the deepest water source. 
Today, following years of neglect, many of these monuments to medieval engineering have 
been saved by the Archaeological Survey of India, which has recognised the importance of 
preserving them as part of the country’s rich history. Tourists flock to wells in far-flung 
corners of northwestern India to gaze in wonder at these architectural marvels from 1,000 
years ago, which serve as a reminder of both the ingenuity and artistry of ancient 
civilisations and of the value of water to human existence. 
 
Questions 6–8 

Answer the questions below. 
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer. 
Write your answers in boxes 6–8 on your answer sheet. 
6   Which part of some stepwells provided shade for people? 
7   What type of serious climatic event, which took place in southern Rajasthan, is mentioned 
in the article? 
8   Who are frequent visitors to stepwells nowadays? 

Đáp án 

6 7 8 

Pavilions Drought Tourists 

 

 



 

2. Cambridge IELTS 9 – Test 1 – Passage 1 (William Henry Perkin) 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
Đáp án 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

the rich commercial 
possibilities 

mauve Robert Pullar France malaria 

 

 



 

3. Cambridge IELTS 9 – Test 1 – Passage 3 (The History of the 
Tortoise) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Đáp án: 

27 28 29 30 

plants Breathing and 
reproduction 

gills dolphins 

 

 

 



 

4. Cambridge IELTS 9 – Test 2 – Passage 1 (Children with Auditory 
Problems) 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Đáp án: 

7 8 9 10 

two decades crowd/ crowd noise invisible/ invisible 
disabilities/ invisible 
disability 

Objective 3 

 

 

 



 

5. Cambridge IELTS 16 – Test 4 – Passage 1 (Roman tunnels) 

Roman tunnels 
The Romans, who once controlled areas of Europe, North Africa and Asia Minor, adopted 
the construction techniques of other civilizations to build tunnels in their territories 
 
The Persians, who lived in present-day Iran, were one of the first civilizations to build tunnels 
that provided a reliable supply of water to human settlements in dry areas. In the early first 
millennium BCE, they introduced the qanat method of tunnel construction, which consisted 
of placing posts over a hill in a straight line, to ensure that the tunnel kept to its route, and 
then digging vertical shafts down into the ground at regular intervals. Underground, workers 
removed the earth from between the ends of the shafts, creating a tunnel. The excavated 
soil was taken up to the surface using the shafts, which also provided ventilation during the 
work. Once the tunnel was completed, it allowed water to flow from the top of a hillside down 
towards a canal, which supplied water for human use. Remarkably, some qanats built by the 
Persians 2,700 years ago are still in use today. 
 
They later passed on their knowledge to the Romans, who also used the qanat method to 
construct water-supply tunnels for agriculture. Roma qanat tunnels were constructed with 
vertical shafts dug at intervals of between 30 and 60 meters. The shafts were equipped with 
handholds and footholds to help those climbing in and out of them and were covered with a 
wooden or stone lid. To ensure that the shafts were vertical, Romans hung a plumb line from 
a rod placed across the top of each shaft and made sure that the weight at the end of it hung 
in the center of the shaft. Plumb lines were also used to measure the depth of the shaft and 
to determine the slope of the tunnel. The 5.6-kilometer-long Claudius tunnel, built in 41 CE to 
drain the Fucine Lake in central Italy, had shafts that were up to 122 meters deep, took 11 
years to build and involved approximately 30,000 workers. 
 
By the 6th century BCE, a second method of tunnel construction appeared called the 
counter-excavation method, in which the tunnel was constructed from both ends. It was used 
to cut through high mountains when the qanat method was not a practical alternative. This 
method required greater planning and advanced knowledge of surveying, mathematics and 
geometry as both ends of a tunnel had to meet correctly at the center of the mountain. 
Adjustments to the direction of the tunnel also had to be made whenever builders 
encountered geological problems or when it deviated from its set path. They constantly 
checked the tunnel’s advancing direction, for example, by looking back at the light that 
penetrated through the tunnel mouth, and made corrections whenever necessary. Large 
deviations could happen, and they could result in one end of the tunnel not being usable. An 
inscription written on the side of a 428-meter tunnel, built by the Romans as part of the 
Saldae aqueduct system in modern-day Algeria, describes how the two teams of builders 
missed each other in the mountain and how the later construction of a lateral link between 
both corridors corrected the initial error. 
 
The Romans dug tunnels for their roads using the counter-excavation method, whenever 
they encountered obstacles such as hills or mountains that were too high for roads to pass 
over. An example is the 37-meter-long, 6-meter-high, Furlo Pass Tunnel built in Italy in 69-79 

 



 

CE. Remarkably, a modern road still uses this tunnel today. Tunnels were also built for 
mineral extraction. Miners would locate a mineral vein and then pursue it with shafts and 
tunnels underground. Traces of such tunnels used to mine gold can still be found at the 
Dolaucothi mines in Wales. When the sole purpose of a tunnel was mineral extraction, 
construction required less planning, as the tunnel route was determined by the mineral vein. 
 
Roman tunnel projects were carefully planned and carried out. The length of time it took to 
construct a tunnel depended on the method being used and the type of rock being 
excavated. The qanat construction method was usually faster than the counter-excavation 
method as it was more straightforward. This was because the mountain could be excavated 
not only from the tunnel mouths but also from shafts. The type of rock could also influence 
construction times. When the rock was hard, the Romans employed a technique called fire 
quenching which consisted of heating the rock with fire, and then suddenly cooling it with 
cold water so that it would crack. Progress through hard rock could be very slow, and it was 
not uncommon for tunnels to take years, if not decades, to be built. Construction marks left 
on a Roman tunnel in Bologna show that the rate of advance through solid rock was 30 
centimeters per day. In contrast, the rate of advance of the Claudius tunnel can be 
calculated at 1.4 meters per day. Most tunnels had inscriptions showing the names of 
patrons who ordered construction and sometimes the name of the architect. For example, 
the 1.4-kilometer Çevlik tunnel in Turkey, built to divert the floodwater threatening the harbor 
of the ancient city of Seleuceia Pieria, had inscriptions on the entrance, still visible today, 
that also indicate that the tunnel was started in 69 CE and was completed in 81 CE. 
 
Questions 11-13 

Answer the questions below. 
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer. 
Write your answers in boxes 11-13 on your answer sheet. 
11   What type of mineral were the Dolaucothi mines in Wales built to extract? 
12   In addition to the patron, whose name might be carved onto a tunnel? 
13   What part of Seleuceia Pieria was the Çevlik tunnel built to protect? 
 
Đáp án 

11 12 13 

gold (the) architect (the) harbour 

 

 

 



 

6. Cambridge IELTS 6 – Test 1 – Passage 1 (Australia’s Sporting 
Success) 

 

 



 

 

 
Đáp án 
 

12 13 

 



 

(a) competition model (by) 2 per cent 

 

 

 



 

7. Cambridge IELTS 7 – GT Reading Test B – Section 3 (The Iron 
Bridge) 

THE IRON BRIDGE 
The Iron Bridge was the first of its kind in Europe and is universally recognised as a symbol 
of the Industrial Revolution. 
 
(A) The Iron Bridge crosses the River Severn in Coalbrookdale, in the west of England. It 
was the first cast-iron bridge to be successfully erected, and the first large cast-iron structure 
of the industrial age in Europe, although the Chinese were expert iron-casters many 
centuries earlier. 
 
(B) Rivers used to be the equivalent of today’s motorways, in that they were extensively 
used for transportation. The River Severn, which starts its life on the Welsh mountains and 
eventually enters the sea between Cardiff and Bristol, is the longest navigable river in 
Britain. It was ideal for transportation purposes, and special boats were built to navigate the 
waters. By the middle of the eighteenth century, the Severn was one of the busiest rivers in 
Europe. Local goods, including coal, iron products, wool, grain and cider, were sent by the 
river. Among the goods coming upstream were luxuries such as sugar, tea, coffee and wine. 
In places, the riverbanks were lined with wharves and the river was often crowded with boats 
loading or unloading. 
 
(C) In 1638, Basil Brooke patented a steel-making process and built a furnace at 
Coalbrookdale. This later became the property of Abraham Darby (referred to as Abraham 
Darby I to distinguish him from his son and grandson of the same name). After serving an 
apprenticeship in Birmingham, Darby had started a business in Bristol, but he moved to 
Coalbrookdale in 1710 with an idea that coke derived from coal could provide a more 
economical alternative to charcoal as a fuel for ironmaking. This led to cheaper, more 
efficient ironmaking from the abundant supplies of coal, iron and limestone in the area. 
 
(D) His son, Abraham Darby II, pioneered the manufacture of cast iron, and had the idea of 
building a bridge over the Severn, as ferrying stores of all kinds across the river, particularly 
the large quantities of fuel for the furnaces at Coalbrookdale and other surrounding 
ironworks, involved considerable expense and delay. However, it was his son Abraham 
Darby III (born in 1750) who, in 1775, organised a meeting to plan the building of a bridge. 
This was designed by a local architect, Thomas Pritchard, who had the idea of constructing it 
of iron. 
 
(E) Sections were cast during the winter of 1778-9 for a 7-metre-wide bridge with a span of 
31 metres, 12 metres above the river. Construction took three months during the summer of 
1779, and remarkably, nobody was injured during the construction process - a feat almost 
unheard of even in modern major civil engineering projects. Work on the approach roads 
continued for another two years, and the bridge was opened to traffic in 1781. Abraham 
Darby III funded the bridge by commissioning paintings and engravings, but he lost a lot on 
the project, which had cost nearly double the estimate, and he died leaving massive debts in 
1789, aged only 39. The district did not flourish for much longer, and during the nineteenth 

 



 

and early twentieth centuries, factories closed down. Since 1934 the bridge has been open 
only to pedestrians. Universally recognised as the symbol of the Industrial Revolution, the 
Iron Bridge now stands at the heart of the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site. 
 
(F) It has always been a mystery how the bridge was built. Despite its pioneering technology, 
no eye-witness accounts are known which describe the iron bridge being erected - and 
certainly, no plans have survived. However, recent discoveries, research and experiments 
have shed new light on exactly how it was built, challenging the assumptions of recent 
decades. In 1997 a small watercolour sketch by Elias Martin came to light in the Swedish 
capital, Stockholm. Although there is a wealth of early views of the bridge by numerous 
artists, this is the only one which actually shows it under construction. 
 
(G) Up until recently, it had been assumed that the bridge had been built from both banks, 
with the inner supports tilted across the river. This would have allowed river traffic to 
continue unimpeded during construction. But the picture clearly shows sections of the bridge 
being raised from a barge in the river. It contradicted everything historians had assumed 
about the bridge, and it was even considered that the picture could have been a fake as no 
other had come to light. So in 2001, a half-scale model of the bridge was built, in order to 
see if it could have been constructed in the way depicted in the watercolour. Meanwhile, a 
detailed archaeological, historical and photographic survey was done by the Ironbridge 
Gorge Museum Trust, along with a 3D CAD (computer-aided design) model by English 
Heritage. 
 
(H) The results tell us a lot more about how the bridge was built. We now know that all the 
large castings were made individually as they are all slightly different. The bridge wasn’t 
welded or bolted together as metal bridges are these days. Instead it was fitted together 
using a complex system of joints normally used for wood - but this was the traditional way in 
which iron structures were joined at the time. The construction of the model proved that the 
painting shows a very realistic method of constructing the bridge that could work and was in 
all probability the method used. 
 
(I) Now only one mystery remains in the Iron Bridge story. The Swedish watercolour sketch 
had apparently been torn from a book which would have contained similar sketches. It had 
been drawn by a Swedish artist who lived in London for 12 years and travelled Britain 
drawing what he saw. Nobody knows what has happened to the rest of the book, but 
perhaps the other sketches still exist somewhere. If they are ever found they could provide 
further valuable evidence of how the Iron Bridge was constructed. 
 

Questions 28-31​
Answer the questions below. 

Choose ONE NUMBER ONLY from the text for each answer.​

Write your answers in boxes 28-31 on your answer sheet.​

​

28.  When was the furnace bought by Darby originally constructed?​

29.  When were the roads leading to the bridge completed?​

 



 

30.  When was the bridge closed to traffic?​

31.  When was a model of the bridge built? 

Đáp án 

28 29 30 31 

1638 1781 1934 2001 

 

 



 

8. Cambridge IELTS 9 – Test 1 – Passage 2 (Is There Anybody Out 
There?) 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Đáp án 

 

18 19 20 

several billion years radio (waves/signal) 1000 (stars) 

 

 



 

9. Cambridge IELTS 4 – Test 1 – Passage 2 (Cetaceans – The 
Functioning of the Senses) 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
Đáp án 

22 23 24 25 26 

touch/sense of 
touch 

freshwater 
dolphin(s) / the 
freshwater 
dolphin(s) 

airborne flying 
fish 

clear water(s) / 
clear open 
water(s) 

acoustic sense / 
the acoustic 
sense 

 

 



 

10. Cambridge IELTS 2 – Test 1 – Passage 2 (Changing Our 
Understanding of Health) 

 

 



 

 
Questions 19-22 
Answer the questions below using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer. 
Write your answers in boxes 1-3 on your answer sheet. 

19. In which year did the World Health Organisation define health in terms of mental, 
physical and social well-being? 

20. Which members of society benefited most from the healthy lifestyles approach to health? 

21. Name the three broad areas which relate to people's health, according to the 
socio-ecological view of health. 

22. During which decade were lifestyle risks seen as the major contributors to poor health? 

Đáp án 
 

19 20 21 22 

1946 (the) wealthy 
(members) (of) 
(society) 

social, economic, 
environmental 

(the) 1970s 
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